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PAUL SCHULENBURG

City Solitude

C ape Cod-based artist Paul Schulenburg's
upcoming exhibition at George Billis Gallery
features the quieter moments that can be chserved
within a bustling cityscape—things like the simplicity
of a bicycle parked on the sidewalk or pastel i

a bakery window. “For the most part I tune out the noise
and congestion so often considered a big part of city
life and concentrate on things that otherwise might go
unnoticed,” zays Schulenburg of his latest body of work.

Though Schulenburg lives in Massachusetts, this
series of cityscapes—a subject the artist doesn't focus
on as often in his other works—comes from time spent
on a trip to New York during a quiet time of vear.
“1 did a painting of the exterior of the Magnolia bakery
in the Village. Usually during the day there iz a line of
eager customers going out the door. I chose a time of
day when the lights were on inside the building, but the
business was not yet open. There is a world of tempta-
tions just inside those windows, through the door” says
Schulenburg of his il Magnolia.

In Magnolia, Upper West Side, a painting that
evokes a sense of warmth and comfort, viewers have
an indoor view of the famous bakery. “In this painting
I was interested in the blue light outside in contrast
with the warm light and colorful baked goods inside.
The painted floor is mostly worn down to bare wood
from foot traffic. The fresh baked goods of the day are
waiting for the next customer” A constant observer

of the world around him, Schulenburg explains that 4
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