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Tree of Heaven, Union St. Bridge, 
oil on panel, 2015, 20x10”

George Billis Gallery is pleased to announce Elizabeth O’Reilly and her 
work at the New York location. This exhibition will run from October 13th 
through November 14th, 2015. The opening reception will be held at the 
George Billis Gallery located at 525 West 26th Street between 10th and 
11th avenues on Thursday, October 15th from 6-8pm.

Echoing her two-decade long preoccupation with depictions of the 
Gowanus canal comes a series of paintings of a 50’s motel on the North 
Fork of Long Island.  O’Reilly paints white cabins lit by sunlight, dappled 
with the shadows of trees and their leaves, dotted with white plastic chaises 
longues, and red picnic tables and benches, frozen in time.  Echoing the 
motel is a white cabin in the woods of Maine whose windows mirrors 
back a landscape that deters the viewer from looking in.  Implicit in all of 
O’Reilly’s paintings is a feeling of places caught half-way between use and 
abandonment.  Within the dominance of the manmade, nature perpetually 
waits, asserting itself in a wild burst of weeds and trees, or in the healing 
gestures of water.  There is the poetic and sometimes poignant loneliness 
of a setting that has felt the vigor of industry in past times and has now 
softened with the bits of green that is the hand of the natural world, 
beginning to reclaim.

In these paintings there is the shock of unexpectedly vibrant 
color from man-made sources which both complement and 
clash against certain colors of the natural world; very often 
against the cooler colors of water, the sky, or the changing 
pattern of light across a white cabin;  these things lend a lively 
and quirky beauty to what might otherwise be more ordinary.

The George Billis Gallery marks its 19th year in the Chelsea 
Art district and its sister gallery is located in the burgeoning 
gallery district of Culver City in Los Angeles. For more 
information, please contact the gallery via e-mail at gallery@
georgebillis.com or visit our website at www.georgebillis.com

Light on Chaises Longues, oil on panel, 2015, 
15x15"


