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Gregory Crane will exhibit his newest 
paintings at George Billis Gallery, located 
at 525 West 26th Street, between 10th and 
11th Avenues, from January 10 through 
February 4, 2017. An artist’s reception 
will be held at the gallery on Thursday, 
January 12th from 6 – 8 p.m. Gallery hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 – 6pm.

One of the most important elements in making 
a painting is orchestrating the parts toward 
a greater effect. To quote Max Beckman, 
“You can only understand or get to the 
invisible by a thorough study of the visible.”

The process of turning an observation into a painting begins to get more 
and more abstract as Crane translates what he sees onto canvas. This 
translation, or distillation, is the “basic anatomy” of a painting. The artist 
is attracted to nature more for what he imagines it to be. Crane is trying to 
get to an essential reality, an archetype. The painting will start to suggest 
certain things; there is always a building process that consists, in part, of 
his “notes”, which have become a visual shorthand that  he “read” carefully. 
The slightest gesture of nuance of a stroke will help with proceeding. The 
unreal elements become real through the painting. And that involves much 
more than mood, it involves an essential light, form, color... parts of the 
landscapes are used as an index, one could almost refer to it as a “catalogue 
of events.” It doesn’t have to be a particular place, or a particular time. 
Nature can spawn an image that becomes greater than the sum of its parts.
 
The George Billis Gallery marks its 20th year in the Chelsea Art district and 
its sister gallery is located in the burgeoning gallery district of Culver City 
in Los Angeles. For more information, please contact the gallery via e-mail 
at gallery@georgebillis.com or visit our website at www.georgebillis.com
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           Mirrors & Moons, oil on canvas, 35x26”, $15,000

                                                Red Hook, oil on canvas, 23x41”


