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PECULIAR TO TIME:
RECENT COLLAGES

Information is a tool but love of rcading isaway ot life. Like any love, ithasa physical dimension.
There is more to it than simply ingesting print. Ie bcgins with plcasure in the look, feel, and wcight of
abook. Even the smell of books carries a certain enchantment. Old ones in particular, redolent with
history, prod us to imagine a world without us in it, the world our children will inherit. Thc:y tilt our
attention toward the furure by rcminding us thar the present passcs, in]oscph Brodsl(y’s plirasc, “ar

the speed of a turning page.”

Digital litc:racy, that darling of tcclmo—utopians, competes now with physical books and the solitary,
contemplative print culture nourished by them. Champions of screen reading predict that the paper
book—an instrument of modcrnity—might not be around much longcr. Consider, then, the con-

trasting possibility that in chis digital age, books and book arts matter more than ever before.

In our post—Gutcnbcrg world, communication is incrcasingly disembodied. It flickers across a screen,
fugitive and insubstantial. We inhabit an impaticnt culture, distracted by tcclmologics that advance
convenience and facilitate the hunt for information. Techno-readers can carry whole libraries in their

pockcts. Butitis not the gadgctry that ripcns the reader or enriches his life. It is the word itself.

“Read in order to live,” wrote Flaubert, recognizing the umbilical relation between reading and a life
well lived. Artifacts gathcrcd from the tangiblc liistory of tliought, these book collagcs are meant as
mctaphors for the fragility of the life of the mind and of cultural memory.

Maureen Mullarl(cy
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mixed media on vintage book covers, 9 X 5% inches
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Elegy for a County Clerk

mixed media on vintage book covers, 5% X 5% inches
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Fifty Pfenning Note

mixed media on vintage book covers, 5% X 8 inches
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Amid Changes of the World

mixed media on vintage book covers, 10 x 6% inches



Day of Our Years

mixed media on vintage book covers, 22 x 18 inches
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William’s Room

mixed media on vintage book covers, 9% X 6% inches
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Accidents of Time

mixed media on vintage book covers, 8% X 5% inches



Readings

mixed media on vintage book covers, 8% x 5% inches
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Correspondence

mixed media on vintage book covers, 9% x 6% inches



Quest for Certainty

mixed media on vintage book covers, 22 x 18 inches
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Fly Foot

mixed media on vintage book covers, 82 X 6% inches
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Order in Random Things

mixed media on vintage book covers, 12% x 15 inches
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Order in Random Things (detail)
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mixed media on vintage book covers, 9 x 5% inches
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Reading Childhood Through

mixed media on vintage book covers, 9 x 12 inches
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mixed media on vintage book covers, 9% x 6 inches



BIO-IN-BRIEF

Maureen Mullarkcy has exhibited Widcly in gallcrics and museums. In New York,
these include the National Acadcmy of Dcsign, The Clocktower, Brooklyn Museum,
Kentler International Drawing Center, and Fordham University. Also, the Hammond

Museum (Salem NY), Mattatuck Museum (Waterbury CT), Gallery Camino Real
(Boca Raton FL), and the University of Bridgeport.

Since 2006, she has exhibited at Lori Bookstein Fine Art (NYC), Concordia College
(Bronxville NY and Ann Arbor MI), Fairleigh Dickinson University (Teaneck, NJ),
Aquinas College (Grand Rapids MI), Marcia Wood Gallery (Adanta GA), Flinn
Gallery (Greenwich CT), June Fitzpatrick Gallery (Portland ME), and Kouros
Gallery (NYC). She is represented by George Billis Gallery (NYC).

M. Mullarkcy is an established critic. She has written on art and cultural issues for
various publications, among them: 7he Nation, Crisis, Commonweal, Art & Antiques, Art
Critical and First 77%'71(@. She was a columnist for 7he New York Sun during its print years.
A member of the International Association of Art Critics (A.LC.A.), she contributes
to The V%e/@ Standard, and is a senior contributor to The Federalist
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