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Le Quesnoy

his  past summer while Kenny
Harris was visiting friends in Paris,

a suggestion to go and paint at a
rdlative’s chateau in Normandy immediately got
his attention. Without even an address, Harris
and relatives of the chateau owner wandered
through the wilderness before zumbling upon
the sprawling home named Le Quesnoy, which
had been in the family for centuries.

“Once | saw the ingde of the home, | knew
there was enough material there for an entire
show,” says Harris, "l was just chis eclectic old
house with a mixture of styles and Rurnishings
from cthe 17005, 18005 and 19005 It was a
beautiful old cottage that had been added on o

over the years and it was justa gem to paine.”

FOYER STAIRCASE, cav ox pareL, 12 x 8°
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What struck Harris about the home was the
sense of timdessness coming from the varying
layers of styles, design and hizorical eras that
were evident in the furnishings, the exterior
and the colors used to paint the interior walls.

“When we think of chateaus, what comes
to mind is some grand thing, but in Europe
they think, ‘grandmother’s place,” says Harris.
“So, what you get is a home in varying =ates
of rencwvation, strange colors, architectural
sructures that have been added over the years.
It was just beautiful.”

Harris found the paintings of Le
Quesnoy to be a challenge for him because
of the palette he used and the compositional
elements of the home.

“l feel these paintings are more complex
than the one’s in the pase,” says Harris "It is
dehnitely a different palette, with burgundy,
teal and pink walls And while I was painting,
I thought of Whisder’s ideas of harmony and
painting grays. The spaces | uaually painc are
empty, but in this case the eclectic nature of the
space is what gives it character.”

Harnis also loved the location of the home,
which is on the coast of Normandy overlooking
the famous Mont Saine-Michel. ®
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Panting LE QUESNOY, o ox Livems, 48 x 36"



Burcunpy, TEAL AND PINK, on. on Lises, 24 x 20"

The sprawling chateau, Le Quesnoy,

in Normandy, France.



